OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

GERALD C. MANN
_ATTORNEY GRNEKRAL

Hon, Marvin N, Erown, Fx.
Orining) Distries attarney
Fort YWorth, l'oxu

Dear Bir

ASS'R1 Mr, Earry W, Ward, Lssistant ¢
T mal pistxict Atsorney,

Orﬁim o, 0-018

. B3 Anthority of somaissioners® sourt $2
roquire sounty ef to pay into
Jounty Genepd of offise

- SXPenNes .

oeipt of your letter
: l.ium question:

into the
ual offiae
sution-
: the in~-
: ary fund maintained
198, the Cund arising either
of of] ic;,gr remittances from the
s thert gife & statement of faots, in whish
you show ths Koh Andividual office maintains its

) _ alayy fund, the monsy in the fiund ae-
sruing either from fees of office or from renittanses
from the gounty General Fund, All offiocs supplies,
‘books, stationery, and printing are bought by the pur-
shasing aopartmﬂ of Tarrant County and are paid for
from she Oounty General Tund after being properly ap-
grond by the auditer, All such supplies ares kept

y she purchasing department and lfssued to the varlous
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offioiels upon requisition, A% the end of each month,
the sounty auditor ®ills each official for the sosts
ef the supplies used during the month by the depart-
mnent and requires that each efficial pay from fts of-
Ticer's salary fund $o the Oounty General Fund the
eost of such supplies used; likewiss, the telephone
expense of each office is paid originally from the
G:g{ty Genersl Nund and in turn billed to sach erfri-
-] . o . -

* We presume the sounty prosures its office
supplies, stationery, printing, ete,, in asocordance
with the provisions of Articles 2358, et meq., R. 0. 8.,
1925, and s$he generally recognixed rule that ‘ho soM~
lilulonorl' sourt is vested withtgovor %0 manage and
4ireot the finmneial affairs eof the sounty,

‘See 11 Tex, Jur, 803; |
Sparks v, Xaufman Qounty {0Liv. APD.,
writ l‘.flll.d). 194 B, W, 605,

' Ths maintenance of an ¢ffiser's salary fund
by each effiece in gounties of more than 190,000 popu~ -
lation is sanctioned by mecotion 19(1) of article B9lsfe,
Yernon's Annotated Revised Clvil Statutes, This ste-
tute sontains the following language:

% % * guch fund shall be kept separ-
ate and apart froa all other ¢ounty funds
and shall be held and disbursed for the pur-

ose of paying the salery of such officer,
he salaries of his deputies, asasistants, .
elerks, stenographers, and investigators who
ars authorized to &raw & salary from sald
fund under the provisions of this meoction

and to the autborized and approved ex-
pénses o% LIz offlce ¥'F [Undarscoring ours).
~ Bubseection (k) ef the sazs Act sontains the
followlng:

» & % * thy gomnissioners' sourt shall
transfer from the General Fund of the County



B I
-
L]

"*  Hon, Marvin X, Brvlh. ¥re, Page §

“to any officerts Salary Fund of sush sounsy
such funds as may be nscessary to pay the

salaries and other legally authorized olaims

Subseotion (1) eontains the following per-
tinent language:

ﬂAhd such officer lhail e oﬁtifloa to

file elaims for and issue warrants in pay-
ment of all actual and necesss 8XDpenses

eXpenses

At the e¢lose of emch month of the
tenure of his offise, each officer named
herein shall make &5 & of the report
required by subsectiocn {o) of this sesction
an itenixed and sworn statement of all ex-
yense elaims paid during saild month ¥ ¥ ¥.

, eputies, ‘assistants, slerks, or othsr
enployees 88 well &s sxpsnaes shall be paid
from the 0TTTcer's Salary Fund in eases iﬁ \
which the officer 1s on & salary basin,

* * % {Undersocoring ours)."

. The foregoing provisions of Vernon's Art,
$91%s, Beo. 19, are & part of the original 0fficer's
Salary Bill passed by the Forty-fourth Legislature
‘ot 1ts Seoond Called Session, {General and Special
Laws of Texas, Forty-fourth Legislature, Vol, 3 at
Po 1774, ot seq.) This legislation was approved on .
KovembeX lsi 1935 and by its own terms became effeotive

»

on Jenuary 1038,

Article 3899b of VYernon's Annotated Givil
Statutes, cited by you, is not deemed by us to de in
sonfliet with the Officer’'s Salary Bill, but may be
sonstrued in eonsonancs therewith., However, if share
be eonflict, the statute last receiving approval
would eontrol. Art, 389%b was passed o y
1929, the last amendment thereto becoming the law
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May 17, 1935,

:l'm th. above and rorogoing we eonelude the
sommissioners’ sourt ef Tarrant County is within fits -

legal power in requiring the various sounty and &istriet

officials to pay the various items of sxpsnses mantioned,

and that the General Fund mt be reimbursed as )rovidod.'

!eurs v.ry trulr
Amm GENEZRAL OF TEIAS
(s} Benjamin Woodall

Assistant
BW0MB
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